
2/25/2011

1

Packaging and Shipping of Packaging and Shipping of 
Category A Infectious Category A Infectious 

SubstancesSubstances

Shelley MathesonShelley Matheson
State Training CoordinatorState Training Coordinator

Indiana State Department of HealthIndiana State Department of Health
LaboratoriesLaboratories

March 17, 2011March 17, 2011

Presentation Adapted from:Presentation Adapted from:

Packaging and Shipping:  Packaging and Shipping:  
Division 6.2 MaterialsDivision 6.2 Materials

Patricia Payne, PhD., MT(ASCP)Patricia Payne, PhD., MT(ASCP)
Consultant to the Association of Public Health LaboratoriesConsultant to the Association of Public Health Laboratories

JBM AssociatesJBM Associates
Lexington, KYLexington, KY

*Please note that this presentation will NOT certify you in the packaging *Please note that this presentation will NOT certify you in the packaging 
and shipping of infectious substances.*and shipping of infectious substances.*

Who Must be Trained?Who Must be Trained?

Anyone Who:Anyone Who:

Affects HAZMAT transportAffects HAZMAT transport
Packages HAZMAT (e.g. labels/marks)Packages HAZMAT (e.g. labels/marks)
Packages Division 6.2 materialsPackages Division 6.2 materials
Uses dry ice (transported by air or vessel)Uses dry ice (transported by air or vessel)
Prepares materials or documentationPrepares materials or documentation
ClassifiesClassifies
Documents package contentsDocuments package contents
Prepares shipping declaration formsPrepares shipping declaration forms
Prepares air waybills, etc.Prepares air waybills, etc.
Transports HAZMAT via motor vehicle, air carrier, or Transports HAZMAT via motor vehicle, air carrier, or 
vesselvessel
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If you handle dry ice (> 5.5 lbs by air) If you handle dry ice (> 5.5 lbs by air) 

and Category A infectious and Category A infectious 

substances…substances…

Training must include: Training must include: 
--General awareness/familiarization General awareness/familiarization 

trainingtraining
--FunctionFunction--specific trainingspecific training
--Safety trainingSafety training
--Security awareness trainingSecurity awareness training

InIn--depth security training required when in depth security training required when in 
possession of select agentspossession of select agents

Training RequirementsTraining Requirements
(Dry Ice* and Category A)(Dry Ice* and Category A)

InitialInitial

Within 90 days of required HAZMAT functionWithin 90 days of required HAZMAT function

Prior training acceptablePrior training acceptable

RecurrentRecurrent

DOT DOT –– every three yearsevery three years

IATA IATA –– every two yearsevery two years

*Applies for shippers of >5.5 lbs dry ice by air*Applies for shippers of >5.5 lbs dry ice by air

Employer ResponsibilitiesEmployer Responsibilities

Provide or verify trainingProvide or verify training

Maintain documentation (employer Maintain documentation (employer 
must provide this to inspector)must provide this to inspector)

--HAZMATHAZMAT

--SafetySafety

--SecuritySecurity

--TestingTesting

--Employee certificationEmployee certification
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Category ACategory A

UN2814UN2814

--Affects humans Affects humans or or both humans both humans 

and animalsand animals

UN2900UN2900

--Affects only animalsAffects only animals

Category ACategory A
Triple packagingTriple packaging

UN specificationUN specification

Primary receptaclePrimary receptacle

Positive closure for screw capPositive closure for screw cap

Liquid or solid, air transportLiquid or solid, air transport

95 kPa pressure differential95 kPa pressure differential

––Primary receptacle Primary receptacle oror

––Secondary packagingSecondary packaging

Outer packagingOuter packaging

Smallest dimension > 100 mmSmallest dimension > 100 mm

Category ACategory A

Quantity limitsQuantity limits

–– Land (none)Land (none)

–– Passenger aircraft and railPassenger aircraft and rail

50 ml (liquid)50 ml (liquid)

50 gm (solid)50 gm (solid)

–– Cargo aircraftCargo aircraft

4 L (liquid)4 L (liquid)

4 kg (solid)4 kg (solid)
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Category ACategory A

Required outer markingsRequired outer markings

–– UN specificationUN specification

Affixed by manufacturerAffixed by manufacturer

–– Proper shipping nameProper shipping name

Infectious substance, affecting humansInfectious substance, affecting humans

Infectious substance, affecting animalsInfectious substance, affecting animals

–– Omit technical nameOmit technical name

–– ID/UN numberID/UN number

Category ACategory A
Required outer markings (cont.)Required outer markings (cont.)

–– Emergency contact (per IATA)Emergency contact (per IATA)

NameName

Phone numberPhone number

Required hazard labelRequired hazard label

–– Infectious substanceInfectious substance

StandardStandard

––ColorColor

––TextText

––FormatFormat

––Std. Size (100 mm x 100 mm)Std. Size (100 mm x 100 mm)

Category ACategory A

Handling labelsHandling labels

–– Orientation arrowsOrientation arrows

Required, if >50 ml per primary Required, if >50 ml per primary 
receptacle receptacle 

–– Cargo only labelCargo only label

Net qty > 50 gm/mlNet qty > 50 gm/ml

Air transport, onlyAir transport, only
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IATA Changes for IATA Changes for 20112011

Category A and Dry Ice Packing InstructionsCategory A and Dry Ice Packing Instructions

Infectious substance, affecting humans Infectious substance, affecting humans –– now now PI PI 
620620 (formerly PI 602)(formerly PI 602)

Dry Ice Dry Ice –– now now PI 954 PI 954 (formerly PI 904)(formerly PI 904)

Fed Ex Fed Ex Changes for Changes for 20112011

Shipper’s Declarations must Shipper’s Declarations must be be 

prepared prepared using software with using software with 

dangerous goods compliance edit dangerous goods compliance edit 

checks.checks.

FedEx FedEx Ship Manager!Ship Manager!

Department of Transportation (DOT) Department of Transportation (DOT) 

Website:  Website:  http://www.phmsa.dot.gov/hazmathttp://www.phmsa.dot.gov/hazmat

Brochure:  Brochure:  Transporting Infectious Substances Transporting Infectious Substances 
SafelySafely, a guide to DOT HMR changes , a guide to DOT HMR changes 

effective October 1, 2006, at the following effective October 1, 2006, at the following 
website:website:

http://www.phmsa.dot.gov/hazmat/training/phttp://www.phmsa.dot.gov/hazmat/training/p
ublicationsublications

Hazardous Materials INFO LINE:Hazardous Materials INFO LINE:

11--800800--HMR49HMR49--22 (122 (1--800800--467467--4922)4922)
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International Air Transport Association (IATA)International Air Transport Association (IATA)

Website:  Website:  http://www.iata.org/index.htmhttp://www.iata.org/index.htm

Free downloads pertaining to transport of Division 6.2 Free downloads pertaining to transport of Division 6.2 
materials: materials: 
http://www.iata.org/whatwedo/cargo/dangerous_goohttp://www.iata.org/whatwedo/cargo/dangerous_goo
ds/infectious_substances.htmds/infectious_substances.htm

Dangerous Goods Information HOTLINE:Dangerous Goods Information HOTLINE:

11--514514--390390--67706770

EE--mail:  dangood@iata.orgmail:  dangood@iata.org

Training OpportunitiesTraining Opportunities

April 28, 2011April 28, 2011April 26, 2011

Thank you!Thank you!

Shelley MathesonShelley Matheson
State Training CoordinatorState Training Coordinator

Indiana State Department of Health Indiana State Department of Health 

LaboratoriesLaboratories
550 W. 16550 W. 16thth St.  Suite BSt.  Suite B
Indianapolis, IN  46202Indianapolis, IN  46202

Phone:  317Phone:  317--921921--58905890
Cell:  317Cell:  317--726726--66086608

EE--mail:  mail:  smatheson@isdh.in.govsmatheson@isdh.in.gov
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Questions?Questions?


